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Taking intimate photos is often part 
oftoday's courting ritual, but when rela
tionships go sour, those expressions of 
affection are sometimes shared on the 
Internet. There, they become revenge 
porn. 

Ev~n though the-photos bring seem
ingly lifelong repercussions, there's 
next to nothing victims can do about it. 

At UCF Student Legal Services, at
torneys can only try to help with the 
very limited legal options people have to 
protect themselves after becoming Vic
tims of revenge porn. 

The late-January arrest of Hunter 
Moore, the founder oflsAnyoneUp.com 
who was once described by Rolling 
Stone as "the most hated man on the In
ternet," put the topic of revenge porn on 
a national stage. 

While laws criminalizing revenge 
porn do exist in New Jersey and Califor
nia, where Moore was arrested, there is 
no legislation for that in Florida - and 
much of the country. 

Typically, revenge porn is accompa
nied by personal information like full 
names, phone numbers, social media 
profiles, places of employment and 
home addresses. 

"As the law stands right now, to get , 
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these pictures down, 
there are copyright 
claims that can be made," 
Student Legal Services at
torney Jamie Owen said. 
"We help with some of the 
initial- not the litigation
demand letters that this 
be taken down." 

The major component 
to revenge porn is consent 
- or lack thereof. Owen 
said that people who have 
had their images posted 
without it may have a bet
ter case for a copyright 
claim than people who 
willingly submitted their 
photos. In the case of the 
latter, having them re
moved becomes even 
more difficult. 

"Once you put it out 
there; once you submit it 
out there, you've willingly 
consented to your picture 
being posted - at least in 
that instance," Owen said. 
"You may undermine 
yourself with trying to get 
it taken down." 

A roadblock to crimi-

~. 

nalizing revenge porn in 
Florida is freedom of 
speech. Owen explained 
that images and art, in
cluding explicit material, 
are considered as ways of 
expression. There's some
thing being said when a 
nude picture is posted on
line, she said. 

Drew Buchanan, a sen
ior forensics science ma
jor, had a friend in high 
school who was victim
ized by revenge porn. 

"It was too much em
barrassment and shame 
to the point where it start
ed crippling her relation
ships with other people, so 
she had to move away to 
get to a new area," he said. 
"She never comes back 
home." 

Coral Nimz, a fresh
man math student, also 
knew someone who was 
victimized. The woman, 
she said, was a post office 
employee who moved her 
family from Florida to 
Canada after the person 
who posted the woman's 
photos online also posted 
where she worked. 

"That should definitely 
be illegal because it af-

fects so many people's 
lives," Nimz said. "It es
sentially ruins people's 
lives." 

In the past, bills have 
been proposed in Florida 
that would outlaw re
venge porn but they ulti
mately never passed. 

One roadblock law
mak~rs face is Section 230 
of the Communications 
Decency Act. 

'the act protects web
sites and providers from 
liability for content that 
has been submitted by us
ers. Furthermore, web
sites can keep explicit im
ages if they don't violate 
copyright laws. 

Rondel Thorpe, a soph
omore chemistry major, 
believes that when people 
send sexually explicit 
photos to others, they give 
up ownership. 

"If you were to send me 
a picture I have all rights 
to do with the picture as I 
so please," Thorpe said. "I 
feel like if I want to show 
my friends the picture or 
put it up on the Internet 
then I can because you 
gave me the permission 
by sending me the picture 

to do whatever the heck I 
want." 

Nimz said otherwise. 
"I think that it's still a 

private thing between two 
people, and it doesn't be
come somebody else's 
property just becau&e you 
give it to them or let them 
borrow it or let them see 
it," she said. · 

Owen recommended 
taking preventative mea
sures. 

While attorneys at Le
gal Services can point stu
dents in the direction of 
obtaining copyright 
claims, the best thing to 
do is to simply avoid the 
risk of having one's sexu
ally explicit photos 
hacked or leaked by some
one. 

Owen recommended 
not taking thes·e photos of 
themselves if they don't 
want· them shared with 
others. 

"There's not really a 
whole lot you can do once 
it's out there," she said. 
"That's why revenge porn 
and all this stuff is such a 
horrible thing. There's no 
Internet scrubbeL 
There's no eraser." 


	revengeporn1
	revengeporn2



