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HEYBURN • The Heyburn City Council held a special meeting Tuesday to discuss a joint
powers agreement establishing its own building inspection program instead of using
Minidoka County’s. While the meeting was open to the public, much of the discussion
appeared to have happened in a closed executive session.

At the start of the meeting the Council voted to go into executive session, which closes the
meeting to the public. The agenda said the session was to discuss a personnel issue, but a
city councilwoman said that’s not what the Council talked about. The Council went into the
executive session to discuss its own building inspection program, Cleo Gallegos said
Wednesday.

“I think that everything that we discuss, not including personnel decisions — which I don’t
think that was — should be open,” she said.

Minidoka County retains 75 percent of building permit fees for sites in the city. The City
Council discussed establishing a city building and zoning department in Heyburn, but in the
end decided to stay with the county.

That discussion, which included Minidoka County Zoning Administrator Tony Morley, was
listed on the agenda in the public portion of the meeting, but the Council had Morley come
into its executive session.

“I thought that was going to be an open meeting... my part of it,” Morley said.

Gallegos said Morley was brought in to the session to present figures detailing the costs of Minidoka County working with Heyburn’s
building permits.

She said it went well having Morley explain the costs of doing business with the city and didn’t bring up during the meeting that she thought
the session should be open.

“I guess I walk on cautious footsteps in there,” she said. “I really tried to see if it played out and if Tony Morley would say anything.”

In the future, she said, she will speak up and question going into executive sessions.

“I know there’s a lot of controversy over open meeting laws,” she said. “I believe a lot of councils discuss things that go under the executive
sessions but we follow attorney advice. I think it turns back on him more than it does on us.”

Morley is a Minidoka County employee and does building inspections in Heyburn and other cities in the county that don’t have building
departments.

He declined to say what the discussion in the executive session was but said it would “behoove” the Council to talk to him about the costs
and potential problems of having its own building department.

Morley said Heyburn is already in a “good spot” retaining 25 percent of building permit fees from the county, and that with the county, the
city has a full-time department.

“They’ve been up and down in the past,” he said. “What they need to do is sustain some years to justify having a building department.”

Other City Council members and Heyburn’s city attorney would not talk about the closed discussion.

Asked why Morley was brought into the session, City Attorney Steven Tuft said he would not talk about anything discussed in the executive
session.

After the executive session was over, Morley left and council members expressed reservations about the finances involved in establishing
its own building department before deciding to stick with the county.

“I definitely had questions about establishing our own building inspection program,” Galliher said at the meeting. “I think most of those
were answered.”

Mayor George Anderson said he is fine keeping Heyburn with the Minidoka County Building and Zoning Department as long as there is
cooperation with the county and communication about development in the city.

However, Anderson said he is open to future discussions about having a separate department in the city, saying of the desire, “I don’t
think it’s going away.”
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