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HEYBURN • OATS Family Center isn’t closing despite losing thousands of dollars in state
funding, founders said Thursday.

Up until September, OATS received $115,780 in state funding. But Business Psychology
Association auditors, who are contracted to manage Idaho Department of Health and
Welfare drug-treatment funding, decided OATS no longer meets requirements for that
money.

Still, Health and Welfare renewed the treatment center’s license last week to offer recovery
services for two more years. So sobriety skills classes continued at OATS. Therapy
continued. Quilting, writing and art continued. Recovery continued.

Paula Hogg, an OATS representative, said BPA clients aren't being turned away and don’t have to pay for services there. Instead, the
center “takes care” of them.

“We had to keep that aside and focus on our work,” Hogg said of the funding loss.

Located in a tiny white building wedged between smoke stacks at the Burley-Heyburn Industrial Park, OATS is a haven for people
recovering from substance-abuse disorders.

The walls of the library room are lined up with self-help books and novels and board games like Cranium and Scategories. At the end of
the room is a large round table where people sit and learn parenting skills and cognitive self change.

They identify when their thoughts are leading them to destructive behavior and how to reprogram their thinking.

Sally Hall, agency director at OATS, said the treatment center aims to help people have a better quality of life.

“Unless you can add the opposite of addiction, you’re still stuck,” she said.

In “Rhonda’s Quilting Room,” named for community service staff member Rhonda Tubbs, thick layers of quilts are stacked high on shelves
lining the room. There’s a sewing machine, iron board and a tan piano.

Here is where people learn to put together quilts that are later given to children at Primary Children’s Hospital and St. Luke’s Magic Valley
Medical Center.

More classes are held in a big room at the back of the building. People bring in food to share on Friday nights. They discuss their sobriety
and share tips with one another.

Though there’s concern of losing BPA clients, Hall said she knows of none so far who have requested to transfer elsewhere. It’s hard for
clients to re-establish trust with a new counselor and restart recovery.

“Our big goal,” Hall said, “is to better our community.”
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